this period encompasses an age of increasing European commerce, global exchange, inquiry, and "rationalization."
Reliance on travelogues has both advantages and disadvantages. Most significantly, travelogue writings provide first-hand accounts of Southeast Asia during the Age of Inquiry. Written from an outsider's perspective, these accounts address areas that natives themselves may not have considered relevant to record in their own histories. However, travelogue writings provide only the perspective of one particular group during a specific moment in time-a group that was highly judgmental in their observations of Southeast Asia. Although these judgments may be a hindrance in the construction of an "objective" history of the region, they can also be beneficial. Analyzing the judgments within travelogue writings provides insight into the ideologies of the travelogue writers during the time period. Therefore, in order to transcend the inherent limitations of these travelogues, this paper seeks to draw conclusions about the motivations of the travelogue writers by examining their judgments in the context of the historical period and subsequent developments.
The development of this essay owes a great deal to Edward Said's Orientalism. Said defines Orientalism as a series of discourses through which "the West" exoticized, defined, and ultimately dominated "the East," thereby dichotomizing the world into two unequal realms. 1 In addition, Said argues that Orientalism has significantly shaped the modern political and intellectual culture and has less to do with accurate portrayals of the Orient than it does with defining "the West."2 My argument will also draw upon the legal analysis ofTeemu Ruskola, who discusses how "the West" has used the notion that China lacks an indigenous legal tradition to construct its own cultural identity in opposition to China.
3 Han Mui Ling's examination of travelogues and guidebooks concerning colonial Singapore is also of great importance to this essay. Ling argues that travel experiences are filtered through preconceptions and ideologies, and that by presenting themselves as authoritative and objective accounts, they are instrumental in the definition of a "place."4 Although her argument is specifically confined to colonial Singapore, her analysis is easily applicable to travelogues concerning Southeast Asia in general during the Age of Inquiry. This paper will also investigate the influence of Enlightenment ideology in Euro-American travelogues. Some may object to this investigation, noting that the Age of Inquiry includes a significant portion of the Romantic Era (typically 1785-1900), a period traditionally portrayed as a rejection of the Enlightenment values of rationalism and empiricism. s However, an examination of the leading Romantic figures will reveal that Romanticism was not necessarily a total negation of Enlightenment ideology, but more of a contention that other ways of examining the world needed to supplement the rational-empirical approach in order to truly understand the world. Accordingly, this paper assumes this position in addressing travelogues that would otherwise be labeled as Romantic.
The Age of Inquiry occurred within the Age of Imperialism, which, led by the Iberian charge toward the end of the fifteenth century, emerged not as a result of expanding commercial capital or industrialization, but due to a combination of eager state support and individual ambition.
7 Wealth acquired from early expeditions amplified existing intra-European rivalry and the arrival of Dutch merchants in the seventeenth century shifted the focus of this rivalry towards trade and economic competition, as opposed to missionary activity.8 The emergence of British supremacy in the 1820s dampened this rivalry and witnessed a transition toward the development of empires of commercial allies, rather than slaves, and a desire to impose global free trade. 9 1he rise of the United States and a reunified Germany reenergized imperial rivalries in the late nineteenth century, and precipi- 18 However, La Loubere's condescending tone adds another dimension to this comparison. He implies that a "civilized" society would have made the distinction between civil and criminal law. His views emerge from a Western notion that the lack of civil law represents a gaping hole in a legal system that renders it devoid of "real" law. 19 A common criticism made by travelogue writers was that Southeast Asia lacked "civilized" legal progress. John Crawfurd, for example, attacked Southeast Asian law by claiming that the possession of judiciary power in the hands of a sovereign ruler was indicative of a primitive period of society.20 He reiterates by labeling the local judicial codes of conduct as "crude" and as evidence that the Indian Islanders were only in the rudest stages of civilization. 21 The same criticisms are found in American travelogue writings as well. One particular example asserts that the lack of a three-branch form of government allowed for "innumerable and shameful abuses" in the realm oflaw and justice. ment, Locke advocated a separation of government powers,23 an idea Montesquieu later built upon in advocating a system of checks and ba1ances.
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Lacking these structural components, Euro-American travelogue writers classified Southeast Asian systems as "crude." If one takes into account that both Locke's and Montesquieu's theories rested on an Enlightenment belief in human progress through political freedom and intellectual revo1u-tion,25 it is clear that travelogue writers negatively perverted this philosophy of progression to imply that the "crude" forms of legal administration in Southeast Asia made it inferior to the Occident. A common technique employed in travelogue writings during the Age of Inquiry was the undermining of the integrity of Southeast Asian law via attacks on the officers of legal administration. One of the most surprising aspects of travelogue writers' criticism is the consistency in word choice among both European and American travelogue writers. John White, for example, points out the venality of officials in Saigon, immediately following up this comment with a description of the frequent occurrence of murder and theft. 26 In his observations of Burma, Thomas Trant also emphasizes the venality of administrative officia1s. 27 The particular emphasis on venality (or some similar word) is alarmingly consistent in numerous other travelogue writings as we11. 28 One travelogue acknowledged the existence of formal codes of law but claimed, "all codes whatever are dead letters," as corrupt judges never referenced them. 29 Another author argued that neither law nor regulation existed in Singapore as the strong exploited Travelogue writers' negative portrayals of Southeast Asian law also utilized attacks on the "irrationality" of indigenous legal systems. John Crawfurd, for instance, explicitly called the rules of evidence in the Indian Archipelago "arbitrary and capricious. "34 Given the status of reason in Enlightenment thought, Crawfurd's belittling of the rules of evidence as irrational undercuts the entire indigenous legal system and channels his audience's existing ideologies against Southeast Asian natives. A more subtle attack commented that the lack of written law in the Philippines was the source of tyranny in the islands. 35 1his comment must be considered in light of the Western legal tradition and the general character of the Enlightenment. For "the West," written law was viewed as a marker of civilization, held in high esteem as characteristic of the Greek and Roman civilizations from which their own traditions derived. As Locke commented in his Second Treatise, "Whoever has the legislative or supreme power of any commonwealth, is bound to govern by established standing laws, Orientalist fashion, emphasizing the lack of written law was used to assert the superiority of the "Western" tradition by means of denigrating "the other." Like representations of legal codes, negative portrayals of Southeast Asian penal systems also contained Enlightenment influences, and acted to dehumanize natives as barbaric savages. Just as many travelogues demeaned indigenous laws by labeling them as arbitrary, attacks on penal systems took a similar approach. Crawfurd openly expressed disapproval of "arbitrary violence" and the administration of capital punishment with a "wantonness that shocks the humanity of civilization."38 Crawfurd's criticisms of Southeast Asian law emerge amid a seemingly objective portion of the text. While much of his account of indigenous laws contains short and unemotional sentences, portions concerning punishment explode with subjectivity. Masking this subjectivity within a narrative structure, Crawfurd is able to transform his text into an authoritative "encyclopedia of exotic display and Orientalist scrutiny."39 In another work, he continues to demonize Southeast Asians as violent by noting the "liberal and indiscriminate" use of bamboo as a form of corporal punishment in Siam. 40 It is important here to note the subtitle of Crawfurd' Ling, 259. systems as violent and arbitrary is more readily accepted as fact among his audience, and consequently becomes a basis for judgments on the overall character of Southeast Asian natives.
European historical developments also influenced many of the descriptions characterizing Southeast Asians as violent and savage. Eighteenthcentury Europe witnessed the progressive elimination of judicial torture and a transition to penal systems that sought to rehabilitate criminals rather than exact punishment through damaging the body.42 Hence, it comes as no surprise that in Thomas Trant criticizes the mode of capital punishment in the Kingdom of Ava as being incompatible with human nature in 1827. 43 With the rise of rehabilitating prisons and "proportionate" punishments,44 Euro-American audiences were inclined to view the use ofviolent execution as backward and barbaric. However, the continued emphasis on violent punishment is used to redefine the Southeast Asian character. John Anderson, for example, mentions the "savage" nature of punishment in Sumatra, devoting none of his section on punishment to an explanation of why natives utilized a particular mode of punishment.
45 Similar comments are evident in John White's work, in which he denounces the "barbarous dexterity" of executioners.
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Emphasis on the violent nature of indigenous penal systems must also be viewed in the context of eighteenth-century intellectual developments. Locke's political philosophy, for example, advocated punishment dictated by "calm reason" and administered in proportion to the criminal's offense. 47 Throughout the eighteenth century, arbitrariness was depicted as representative of despotical power that defied naturallaw. republics or "enlightened" monarchies, "which [had] honor and virtue for their spring."49 Thus, it is evident that this emphasis on violent and "arbitrary" punishment was an attempt by the travelogue writers to highlight the virtues of their own society by characterizing actions contrary to their own practices as despotic and inhumane.
By writing detailed, and exoticized, descriptions of Southeast Asian punishments, Euro-American travelogue writers were able to manipulate the emotions of their audience and dehumanize Southeast Asians. Crawfurd abhorred the "savage ferocity" of inflicting death with a kris. His section on punishment emphasizes the brutality of this practice, focusing on the pain one particular criminal endured for more than four hours when the dexterity of the executioner failed. 50 Crawfurd's most exoticized account, however, notes, "In cases of enormous crimes the criminal. ..was condemned to be devoured by tigers, while his fate was aggravated by the abominable mockery of being made to fight beforehand, for the amusement of a tyrant and his court, with his savage executioner."51 Such an account epitomizes Orientalist exoticization and stereotyping. In light of this, it must reemphasized that travelogue writings begin as personal statement and assume a position of official statement, allowing them to play an important role in defining a given subject.52 Thus, in the eyes of Crawfurd's Euro-American audience, Southeast Asians were catagorized as violent, savage tyrants, who fed their criminals to exotic beasts.
Exoticized travelogue descriptions of indigenous punishments acted to strip Southeast Asians of their human qualities and redefine them as barbarians. An excellent example of this dehumanization is evident in Trant's description of a punishment wherein executioners marked each criminal with a piece of chalk that designated where the victim was to be stabbed with a knife. He comments, "The assistant approached the man marked with a circle, and seizing a knife, plunged it up to the hilt in his side, then slowly and deliberately turning it round, he finished the circle!"53 He then calls attention to the joy the executioner was deprived of when the victim 49 Montesquieu, Book 6: Chapter 9. 50 Crawfurd, History ifthe Indian Archipelago, 109.
51 Ibid., 110. 52 Said 157, and Ling, 257. 53 Trant, 276. I I died too quickly. By emphasizing the brutality of the punishment, and depicting the executioner as enjoying the process, Trant significantly influences the perception his audience will have on Southeast Asians.
Negative portrayals of legal and penal systems in Southeast Asia were also instrumental in justifYing Euro-American exploitation of Southeast Asia for colonization or "civilizing missions." Frequent among travelogue writings was a belief in the need to Christianize Southeast Asia in order to instill moral laws and "civilization." Crawfurd, for instance, believed that "cruel" use of mutilation as a punishment for theft was the result of Islamic influence in Southeast Asia. The Age of Inquiry was ultimately a period of documentation. In increasing numbers, Europeans and Americans were entering Southeast Asia and trying to explain its "mysteries" to their Euro-American audience. In detailed travelogues they compared indigenous traditions to their own practices, and, most importantly, created definitions concerning Southeast Asia and its inhabitants. However, these observations were not as objective as they professed. In the eyes of the travelogue writers, the Orient was not seen as group of people, but rather as a problem to be solved or taken over. 66 Euro-American representations of Southeast Asian legal and penal systems epitomize this view and were often underscored by perverse applications of Enlightenment ideologies. By negatively portraying legal and penal systems, European and American travelogue writers not only defined Southeast Asia as an inferior region in contrast to "the West,"but they portrayed Southeast Asia as a broken region that needed Western intervention. 
